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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
8.  “World Calamities Call for Humanities Repentance!”
Scripture:  Revelation 8:1-9:21
Theme:    “The World’s calamities and traumas become God’s call to mankind for repentance!”   
Introduction:
During this past decade and beyond we have observed and experienced numerous natural catastrophes, as well as, horrific tragedies.  Most of us still remember the San Francisco earthquake, the volcanic eruption of Mt St. Helens, then on 9/11/01 the devastation of New York’s Twin Towers was inflicted on our nation by terrorists.  More recently we can point to the overwhelming loss of life due to a killer tsunami, the numerous hurricanes, seasonal fires and plane crashes and we wonder: Do these events have any lasting impact on the moral behavior or spiritual awakening of people?  Do people ever stop and ask themselves if perhaps God is telling us something?  Sadly, the response from the majority of people is “ no”.  George Barna’s surveys have shown that in the first 6 months following a disaster, people’s lives are touched, but after six months they tend to revert back to the same ol’ ruts and behavior patterns.
Reading Revelation Chapters Eight and Nine leaves the reader with a similar question: What does it take for people to come to grips with their immoral and wicked behavior and repent?  Won’t natural calamities, world wide traumas and catastrophes cause people to turn from their wickedness to seek God’s forgiveness?  In Chapter 9:20-21, the startling conclusion is “NO.”                             

As the first six seals in Chapter Six have been opened, releasing the four horsemen, revealing the cries of the martyred Christians and resulting with signs in the heavens of God’s judgment, God calls for an intermission.  During this period, He seals His own people even as His wrath is about to come in judgment. It comforts us to know that God does not forget His people in these crucial times as He seals them from His wrath.  Following the interlude, the seventh seal is broken and now the scroll in Jesus’ hands is opened.  History is ready to be brought to God’s divine conclusion as  God’s judgments are to come upon a rebellious, wicked people. Amazingly His judgments are enacted with the intent of grace. The purpose for this time of tribulation is to bring wicked, rebellious humanity to confession of sin and repentance to God.        

I.  THE SILENCE AND THUNDER OF PRAYER (Rev. 8:1-5)

1. In the drama of opening seals and blowing trumpets, why this silence?  8:1  What is dramatic about this?
2. For what purposes are the trumpets used in Biblical history?  Num. 10:10; I Kings 1:34
· What is the purpose of the trumpets as used here?  8:5
3. What does golden Censor represent? Ex. 30:5-10; Ps. 141:1-2 What is the significance that incense accompanies the prayers of all God’s people?  8:3-5;           II Cor. 2:14-16;  Eph. 5:2
·      What does this tell you about the power of prayer?  Jer. 33:3; I Jn. 5:14-15
II  THE TRUMPET WARNING CALLS  (Rev. 8: 6-13)   
1.    What do you think of when you think of a “trumpet blast?”                    
2.      How do you interpret these descriptions, like “fire mixed with blood,” as symbolic  or literal?  Why?

·      What is significant about the reoccurring mention of a third?
·      Do you see parallels or repeated patterns between the opening of the seals and the sounding of the trumpets?  Are these two scenes in reality two sides of the same coin?   
3.    What happened when the first angel sounded his trumpet?  8:7   
4.    What happened when the second angel blew his trumpet? 8:8-9
5.    What happened when the third angel blew his trumpet?  8:10-11
6.    What events followed the fourth angels trumpet blast?  8:12
7.      How do these series of events compare with the plagues in Exodus 7-11 and                Joel 2:1-11?
III   THE RELEASE OF COSMIC EVIL  (Rev 9:1-11)

1.      What did John see at the sounding of the fifth trumpet and what creatures suddenly   appear?  9:1-3
·     Who might this fallen star be?  Luke 10: 18; Is. 14:12
·     What does this tell you about the methods of interpretating apocalyptic literature?
2.     What were these creatures permitted to do, and not do?  9:4-6

·      What does this passage tell us about God?
·      Why do you suppose so many of these plagues described here stop short of                                 complete devastation?  II Peter 3:9
3.      What does the description of these locusts tell you about the power and presence of  evil?      9:7-11
IV          THE DEMONIC  CALVARY RELEASED  BY GOD  (Rev. 9:12-21)
1.      What events are inaugurated by the sixth trumpet?  Who releases these angels and what was their objective?  9:12-19
·    Once again John hears a number.  What is it?  What are some interpretation of this  passage?     
·    What modern-day representations does the imagery of these plagues bring to mind for you?
2.      What is God’s purpose behind sending these plagues?  (9:20-21)  
· How would you describe the grace of God in the midst of His judgment?
3.      Perhaps the “how” question (How will all this take place) is difficult to answer, but in what ways  could you explain the “who” and the “why” behind these “stranger-than-fiction” events?
APPLICATION:

·     How can you use what you’ve learned thus far in our study of  Revelation as a tool in talking with a new Christian friend who is looking for spiritual answers?
·     How has your spiritual life deepened as a result of 9/11, the tsunami, and/or Katrina catastrophes?
